[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf]
Newington Gunners Soccer Club

http://www.mccredie.org.au/newington/
Newington Gunners Soccer Club are proudly supported by McCredie Uniting Church, Guildford[image: image1.png]





No. 13/07
· Due to the wet weather last week, some grounds (including grounds under Auburn Council, which includes Wilson Park) were closed and some were open.  Unfortunately the grounds that the Councils had opened were all used up and there was not enough room for the MINI games (U6s to U7s). As a result all mini games scheduled for 23rd June got washed out!
· Again, due to the continuing wet weather, this Wednesday’s Lapathon has been postponed!!! New date is TBA. 

· FYI there is a soccer school holiday camp being run at Ermington (George Kendall Reserve) from July 3 to 6, for boys and girls 6 to 18 years old. It costs $130 for the 4 days (9am to 3pm). Registration form and more details on: http://www.sydneysfa.com.au/camps.htm 
· RESULTS

· Knockout comp
	U10 Newington Gunners
	2
	
	St Michaels (R )
	0


After weeks of washouts it was great to finally get back on the field, even though the vagaries of the draw had given us the unusual prospect of playing the same team twice on the same day, once in the regular competition and once in the knock-out. Still we had some confidence against St Michael's (Rhinos) as they were below us on the ladder. We weren't so confident at the start of the game, however, with a couple of players away meaning we only had one sub, and with a question-mark over our form having neither played nor trained for a couple of weeks. We needn't have worried as we dominated from the start. In the first half Cameron (goalkeeper) didn't touch the ball, and the Rhinos barely made it into our half. However we weren't able to convert our dominance into goals, with a number of missed chances and shots blocked on the goal-line. Breanna was outstanding in the first half, getting heavily involved in the game. In the second half, Greg Melnyk put us into the lead and we looked comfortable until a muffed goal-kick allowed St Michaels to score an equaliser. However this only fired Nuno up, and he scored an impressive solo goal at the other end to give us a deserved 2-1 victory. In the second game - the knock-out - we probably played more consistently and although our legs were a bit tired we played some great football and kept a clean sheet to boot. An excellent goal to Greg Melnyk, showing great patience, and an excellent strike from Anthony Melnyk gave us a solid 2-0 win. Breanna had her first ever shot on goal, unfortunately it was saved. Overall it was one of the most positive days the team has had in 2 years, with an aggregate score of 4-1 and everyone playing well. Liam won the player-of-the-match award. We are now in the semi-finals of the knock-out competition next week, with the chance to emulate our feat of last year and making it to the final. Final scores were 2-1 and then 2-0.

· Round 11
	U8 Newington Gunners
	2
	
	OLQP Falcons (P)
	1


It was the much anticipated clash with the OLQP Falcons with the young Gunners looking for their top spot back. We had the home advantage taken away due to Wilson Park still being closed by the big wet. However, from the kick-off we launched into the offensive and had them pinned back in their own half for most of the early running. It was good to see the newer players Alex Park and Sean gaining in confidence and much more involved. The Falcons defence withstood the early pressure until Sylvan managed to latch onto the end of a good cross by Tyler for the opener, 1-0. We then seemed to run out of steam towards the end of the half which meant that our solid defence of Kevin, Tyler, Lawrence and Ruben were tested and Alex Palmer had to make some important saves. All was looking good until a slight lapse just before half time saw their striker bury a shot into the roof of the goal leaving Alex no chance, 1-1. The second half was end to end drama. Our attack of Thomas, Alex Palmer and Ruben took the game to them whenever possible with fine support from Tryston, Sean, Sylvan and Kevin in the midfield. Tryston had the best chance to break the deadlock after good lead up work by Ruben and Alex but his powerful shot was too close to the keeper who blocked it with her legs. The boys were starting to tire but rallied for another attack with Sean putting Tryston through on goal again. This time he made no mistake, 2-1. With time ticking away the Falcons threw everything at us but were repelled by the defence of Alex Park, Dante, Tyler and Daigo. There were a couple of frantic moments with Lawrence saving us with brave last gasp saves. They thought they had equalised once but were called back for an off-side. After that we were able to clear the ball and played out the remaining couple of minutes safely in their half (much to my relief). Everyone was a Man of the match contender this week but the award was split between Lawrence and Sylvan for the all round effort they both put in. Well played all, a fine performance for a 2-1 win that takes the U8’s back to the top of the table! 

Coach Dave

	St Michaels (Rhinos)
	1
	
	U10 Newington Gunners
	2


Match report above.
	Guildford McCredie
	2
	
	U12 Newington Gunners
	3


It was great just to have a game after the washouts of matches and training, but what a game it turned out to be! After the U10s recently scored a famous win against McCredie, it was the U12s’ turn this week. McCredie are top of the table, and put 10 goals past us early in the year, but this time the Gunners started with greater enthusiasm, confidence and teamwork. Keep up that talk and encouragement for each other – it was great. John K got the opening goal with a great finish from a break out from mid field, and I don’t think I have seen a more excited celebration from the whole team. Ben Spencer was dangerous all day and scored the second goal for a 2-0 lead at half time.

McCredie is a champion team and sure enough, they came out very determined and lifted in the second half. Our lead was cut to 2-1 and then it was all tied up at 2-2 and we looked to be in trouble. With no reserves we were starting to look a little tired and the supporters were getting very nervous (well I certainly was!). But our defence was very committed and kept us in the game despite strong McCredie attack. Jonno, Maz, and Ahmed put in a great effort in the last line of defence, earning Joe’s coach’s award for MVPs. Johan was rock solid as ‘keeper and was unlucky not to save one of McCredie’s goals. 

In a nerve wracking finish, there were chances at both ends. Alessia managed a good shot that squeezed just wide, and then with 2 minutes to go John K slotted in the third goal that decided the match, the first time we have beaten McCredie at this level. (That’s very special for Gunners “foundation members” Anthony, John K and Liam.)

Who haven’t I mentioned? Ben Adams, Simon, Liam, Anthony - great contributions all. Well done everyone, a fantastic team effort. A great reward for your efforts in training and a credit to Joe’s coaching. Enjoy this, it was special.  

· FIXTURES

· Knockout comp: 30th June 2007
	Time
	Age
	Team
	Vs
	Team
	Venue

	1:30 PM
	U8
	St Michaels (C)
	v
	U8 Newington Gunners
	Tom Uren 


· Round 12: 30th June 2007
	Under 6
	
	
	
	

	Bye
	v
	Newington Gunners (Red)
	
	

	Bye
	v
	Newington Gunners (Green)
	
	


	Under 7
	
	
	
	

	Carlingford Uniting (Blue)
	v
	Newington Gunners
	9:00 AM
	Homelands (2)


	Under 8
	
	
	
	

	Newington Gunners
	v
	Lidcombe Churches
	9:00 AM
	Wilson Park


	Under 10
	
	
	
	

	Rouse Hill Anglican
	v
	Newington Gunners
	12:00 PM
	Bert Saunders 2


	Under 12
	
	
	
	

	Newington Gunners
	v
	St Bernadettes
	10:00 AM
	Wilson Park


Important notices

1. If for any reason your child is unable to play or attend training you MUST inform your coach or manager. 
2. If you have questions regarding your team, ask your manager. If you have any questions regarding administrations, ask the club’s secretary.
3. If it is raining on a Saturday morning call the team manager to see if the game is on. Most often games will still be on so do not just stay at home; you will be letting your child's team down!
· It’s raining, it’s Saturday! Is the game on? Your manager will know if the game is on, give them a call. Very rarely is a decision made before Friday evening
· It’s raining and it’s training tonight! Is training on? Managers/coaches call Auburn council to see if ground is closed. You cannot train if the ground is closed, even if it’s not raining!! Parents and players call the manager
4. Please assist the coach and manager; they are working unpaid for your child. There may be nets to put up or pull down, corner posts to stick in, players to be picked up (particularly if a parent has more than one child playing in different teams) or shirts to wash.
5. This club and the NSW Churches Football Association have high expectations of our parents and players. Please support our teams, but no abuse of players or officials will be tolerated and bans or fines could result.
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