GUILDFORD McCREDIE UNITING SOCCER CLUB

The Guildford McCredie Uniting Soccer Club was founded in 1999.  A previous soccer club operated from the church in the 1960s however, little has been found out about the club.  A Premiership banner from 1968 boasts competition winners in the under 11D Division, 10 E Division and 9 C Division in the Protestant Churches Soccer Football Association.  We have not yet discovered what teams the Guildford Presbyterian Soccer Club fielded, how long they existed or even what colours they wore.  It is known that the club folded and the senior players joined with the Chester Hill Presbyterian Soccer Club that exists today as Chester Hill Sports and continues to play in the (now) NSWCFA.

In 1999 we had an idea to start a junior soccer club to play in the New South Wales Churches Football Association (formerly the NSWPCSFA).  The clubs colours of red, white and black were chosen as they represented the colours of the Uniting Church and the red and white vertical stripes (formerly worn by the, by then, defunct Berala Uniting) were chosen so as not to clash with any of our opponents.  We targeted the age groups of our Sunday School boys (both of them!) and after advertising in schools, churches, shopping centres and service stations we received enough junior registrations to fill an under 6, an under 8 and an under 10 team.  The under 8 and under 10 teams had about half their players under age so winning lots of games was always going to be a challenge.  It is a credit to the coaches and the children themselves that most of the players returned the following year and brought their friends!  The under 6s in that inaugural year were undefeated, a magnificent effort. (The team has continued to be successful and seven years later they have been undefeated for two and a half years and have competed in Queensland against international opposition at the Champions Trophy tournament – one of the original under sixes still remains in the side in 2005).   An added bonus in 1999 was the formation of a senior squad of two teams.  The side featured a number of players who had previously played with Carlingford Uniting, mixed with a couple of guys from Auburn Baptist and with a number of local guys (four of the original all age players also continue to play with the club).

In 2004, following a successful 2003 the club ventured out into creating a satellite club at the new suburb of Newington (near Silverwater).  In 2004 the Newington Gunners (named for the Naval armaments depot which formerly occupied the site) fielded two sides.  The red, white and black of McCredie is incorporated into their green jerseys.
Seven years on, at the midpoint of the 2005 season the club boasts 18 teams and three more at Newington.  This is approximately 250 players.  Success on the field has been tremendous (see the table below), but it is the service that the church has been able to provide to the community through the club that is our greatest achievement.  The club has been run primarily by church members from the beginning until now, but we have also had invaluable assistance from a number of people from the community, some from other churches, some not.

“McCredie” has become the biggest and one of the most successful clubs in the NSWCFA extending now from under 6 to under 16 and with four senior sides.  (In 2003 two of the senior sides progressed into the Premier League competition but were unfortunately relegated at the season’s end.)  We have achieved all this through being inclusive of all players, of all backgrounds and of all abilities, promising all players a fair go.  The following is a list of just how inclusive McCredie is.

Thus far we have had males and females, players with disabilities and players from the following cultural backgrounds: Aboriginal, Afghanistan, Argentina, Armenia, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Congo, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Croatia, Egypt, El Salvador, England, Fiji, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Irian Jaya, Italy, Kosovo, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, Macedonia, Malta, Nepal, New Zealand, Palestine, Peru, Kurdestan, Philippines, Samoa, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Somalia, Sweden, Turkey, USA, Uzbekistan and Vietnam.   

[image: image1.png]



Above : The victorious under 7 six a side team and their families in 2003 (seven players, two sexes and seven cultural backgrounds)
At the halfway point of the 2005 season we have 6 sides leading their competitions, 3 undefeated, and were champions in 4 six a side competitions in June. 

[image: image5.png]



Above: Our first season – the undefeated under 6s and Below: the same side six years on travelled to Queensland.
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	1999
	
	 
	2003
	
	
	2004
	

	U 6
	Undefeated
	
	U 10 Div. 1 
	Undefeated Premiers
	
	U 7 White
	Undefeated

	R/C Div 2 Res
	Semi Finalists
	
	U 13
	Undefeated Premiers
	
	U 11 Red
	Undefeated Premiers

	
	
	
	U 9 Div. 1
	Runners Up
	
	U 13
	Premiers

	2000
	
	
	U 12
	Runners Up
	
	U 14 Div 1
	Premiers

	U 9 Div. 2
	Runners Up
	
	U 14 Red
	Runners Up
	
	Raah. Cup Nth Div 1sts
	Min Prem & Runners Up

	U 9 Knockout
	Runners Up
	
	R/C 1st Div. Fsts
	Min. Prems & Runs Up
	
	Raah. Cup Nth Div Res
	Semi finalists

	U 9 President’s Cup
	Runners Up
	
	R/C 1st Div. Res.
	Min. Prems & Runs Up
	
	U 9
	Runners Up

	
	
	
	R/C Nth Div.Fsts
	Semi finalists
	
	U 7 White six a side
	Champions

	2001
	
	
	R/C Nth Div. Res
	Semi finalists
	
	U 9 “Red” six a side
	Champions

	U 11 Div. 2
	Premiers
	
	U 10 Knockout
	Champions
	
	U 11 “Lions” six a side
	Champions

	U 12 Div. 2
	Premiers
	
	U 13 Knockout
	Champions
	
	U 13 “A”  six a side
	Champions

	U 8 Central Div.
	Runners Up
	
	U 15 Knockout
	Champions
	
	U 14 “B”  six a side
	Champions

	U 10 Div. 1
	Runners Up
	
	A Gde K/out (RC1)
	Champions
	
	U 15 Red “A” six a sde
	Champions

	U 10 six a side
	Runners Up
	
	A Gde K/out (RCN)
	Runners Up
	
	U 6 White six a side
	Runners Up

	A Grade Knockout
	Runners Up
	
	U 10 Pres’s Cup
	Champions
	
	U 13 “B” six a side
	Runners Up

	U 11 Knockout
	Runners Up
	
	U 13 Pres’s Cup
	Champions
	
	U 14 “A” six a side
	Runners Up

	R/C Div1 Firsts
	Semi Finalists
	
	U14R Pres Cup
	Champions
	
	U 15 White six a side
	Runners Up

	R/C Div1 Res.
	Semi Finalists
	
	U 12 Pres’s Cup
	Runners Up
	
	U 11 Red Knockout
	Champions

	U 8 President’s Cup             
	Runners Up
	
	
	
	
	U 13 Knockout
	Champions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	U 14 Knockout
	Champions

	2002
	
	
	
	
	
	U 9 President’s Cup
	Champions

	U 7 “Red”
	Undefeated
	
	
	
	
	U11 Red Pres.’s Cup
	Champions

	U 9 Lions six a side
	Champions
	
	
	
	
	U 13 President’s Cup
	Champions

	U 7 “Red” six a side
	Runners Up
	
	
	
	
	U 14 Presidents Cup
	Champions

	U 14 six a side
	Runners Up
	
	
	
	
	U 15 Red Pres’s Cup
	Runners Up

	State Cup
	Runners Up
	
	
	
	
	
	

	U 12 Pres’s Cup           
	Runners Up
	
	
	
	
	
	


Our website contains current information about the club, past annual reports and a photo gallery – www.mccredie.goringe.net/soccer.    

Greg Wark

Secretary

Club Achievements
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